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Writtenin a spare, lyrical stglc using Fresh, evocative imagcry, \/i”age I:)y the Sca tells the
story of longing for the comforts of home. A Pechct book for tcaching about diverse
cultures and ltis’cglcs through rich Pic’cures and words, moving, from the wide world to the
snugness of home and back out again. Aut]ﬁorccl by a woman who left \/ict Nam as Part
of the influx of “boat Peop]e”, this book pays homagc to a disappearir\g culture.

Al)out the Author and ]"ustrator:
Muon V/anwas born on the run in the southern port city of Rach Gia, Vietnam. When she was
nine months old, she left Vietnam as part of the “boat Peop]e” mass exodus. Her]camilg fled on her
maternal grancl{:ather’s )Cishing boat, which her father captainccl all the way to Hong Kong. From
there, she immigratccl to the (nited States and lived in Galveston, | exas and [onolulu, [Jawaii,
both cities bg the sea. She now lives in Northern (California with l'xermcamily, where she gets a

g]imPsc of the sea every morning and every cvening‘

Apr//C/w ]:)cgan her career as an architect with a clcgrce from the Univcrsitg of C alifornia,
Bcrkcleﬁ, but decided to return to her true Passion of i”ustrating and storgte”ing. She recalls
spending most of her childhood drawing whimsical characters in her notebook after school every
dag, and she hasn’t stoPPed drawing ever since. Apri] currcnt]g lives and works in Qakland,
(alifornia. T his is the second Picture book she has illustrated. [For more information, visit

www.aprilchu.com.
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http://www.aprilchu.com/

Standards:

Kindcrgartcn:

2.1 ComPrehension and Analysis of Grade~Level~APProPriate Text

2.2 (Jse Pictures and context to make Predictions about story content.

2.3 (onnect to life cxPeriences the information and events in texts.

2.4 Retell familiar stories. 2.5 Ask and answer questions about essential elements of a text.

3.0 Literarg Response and Analgsis Stuclents listen and resPond to stories based on well-known

characters, themes, Plots, and settings.

]:irst Grade:

1.1 Ask and answer questions about keﬂ details in a text.
1.2 Retell stories, inc]ucling keg details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.

1.3 Describe characters, settings, and major events in a story, using keg details.
Craﬁ‘ and 5trucf:urc:

.4 lclenthcg words and Phrascs in stories or poems that suggest Fcclings or aPPcal to the senses.

i.5 Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information, drawing ona

wide reacling of a range of text tgpes‘

i.6 lclenthcg who is tc”ing the story at various Points in a text.

/ntcgrah’on of, Know/cdgc and [deas:

1.7 (Jse illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events.

1.9 ComPare and contrast the adventures and cxPericnccs of characters in stories.

Kangc of, Kcadingand [_cvc/ of [ext Comp/cxity:
i.10 With Prompting and support, read prose and poetry of aPProPriate comP]exitg for first gracle.



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/1/10/
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Discussion and Writing Frompts:

For young children use these Prompts to lead a discussion about the book. For older students have them write and
draw their responses. While you are reacling the book have the children notice whose Perspective each page is

i”ustrating.

This story is shown through the eyes of the various inhabitants. | alk or write about what the fishermen
were seeing,. (7 he tishermen saw the v///age Ef/ the sca. T/lcy felt the storm com/ng.)

T alk or write about what the clog saw. ( [ he a/ogsaw the kitchen. []e was curious and wanted to see what
the woman was cooé/ng.)

T alk or write about what the woman saw. ( 7 he woman saw ﬁcrbaéc/ sitting Ef/ her side. | he woman is
waiting for her husband to come home.)

Talk or write about what the babﬂ saw. ( T/)@ /53[)y saw the hole where the cricket was /7/c//ng)

T alk or write about what the cricket was cloing. (T ke cricketis /7umm/ng anc/Pa/htl}gaP/}:turc of the
fisherman in the storm.)

Talk or write about the fisherman saw while he was in the storm. (H@ saw a v///agc and in that v///age was his
house and in that house his fam/{q is waiting for him to come home.)

T alk or write about how things can look cliﬂ:crentig c{cpencling onwho is ]ooking at them. [Torinstance, to
the fisherman, his house looked far away.

Ta”( or write about a time when you were waiting for someone. [How did it feel to wait?




[ xtension Activities:

Make a 5tor9 MaP. Frintable version of a storg map for ]n a \/i”age }33 the Sea.
[Have the students fillin a_Journal Page.
[Have the students do the |n MH World activity. Printable version is available

l—xere.

Do an art Projec’c based on the book. |nstructions for a [Tishing Scene art

ro'ect.
»  Make a Vietnamese insPire& dish like Banh Mi from Sodium Girl.

= Kesearch Viet Nam with the students:

http,//kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore /countries /vietnam/

http,//www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts,/countries,/vietnam.html

http:,//www.atozkidsstuff.com /vietnam.html



http://mosswoodconnections.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/Make-a-story-map-of-In-a-Village-by-the-Sea-.pdf
http://mosswoodconnections.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/In-a-Village-by-the-Sea-Journal-Page.pdf
http://mosswoodconnections.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/In-My-World.pdf
http://mosswoodconnections.com/fishing-scene-art-project/
http://mosswoodconnections.com/fishing-scene-art-project/
http://www.sodiumgirl.com/salt-free-banh-mi-oh-my/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/countries/vietnam/
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/countries/vietnam.html
http://www.atozkidsstuff.com/vietnam.html

Author's Note:

Ina \/i”age bg the Seawas insPirecl bg my father and An Bang, my ancestral vi”age in (entral

Vietnam. [Tor as long as anyone can remember, ancestors on both sides have lived and worked as fisher
folk in this small vi”age near [Jué. Tﬁpicallg, the men went to sea in small boats and caught fish and other
edible sea creatures. When tl'xeg returned to land, their wives and c{aughters carried the fish to the market
and sold it, }Jargaining hard and fast. [t was a vi”age Proverb that a rich man owed his success to his wife,
and that a talented fisherman would stay poor as long as his wife was bad at business.

T he Vietnamese-American war interruPted my father's life as a fisherman but after he moved to the
Urxi’ced States, he worked as a fisherman and shrimper again, first off the Gulf C oast of | exas, and

later in the vast Faciﬁc waters of the [Jawaiian |slands.

: With my father at sea most of the time, my mother bore the brunt of managing the household and rearing

their nine children. Just like the Fami[g in \/i”age bg the Sea, we would often wonder where my father was,

if he found the catch he was looking For, and when he would return home again, safe and sound.
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